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and everything of his profession. They had probably
served together the greater part of their lives, and were
now at any rate fast friends with unbounded mutual ad-
miration. There was no one to whom Monk would
rather commit a piece of difficult work than this little
dragoon, and he had arrived in the nick of time.

For Monk, as we have seen, with his advanced ideas of
the military art, the Intelligence Department was his
chiefest care. " The eyes of an army/' to use his own
expression, he cherished as his own. Spies as usual had
been busy, and now he learned that on his approach the
Government had retired to the Highlands and was sitting
at Alyth, fourteen miles away, at the edge of the hills,
where a force was daily expected to assemble for the relief
of Dundee. Monk at once determined on a surprise so dar-
ing that it savours more of romance than the deliberate
expedient of a wary strategist. Morgan was sent for, and
he and Alured were told to take their men, disguised as
far as possible and mixed with Scotch deserters, and
attend the enemy's rendezvous.

. Late on the night of the 27th they marched, and un-
molested reached Alyth in the first hours of the morning.
To avoid suspicion they boldly marched to the farther side
of the town, and there quietly halted as though they
were a party of the expected troops. No one interfered,
and about three o'clock, after a short rest, when sleep was
the deepest, they suddenly broke into the astonished
town. Hardly a blow was struck. Old Leslie, the com-
mander-in-chief, was taken in his bed, and the rest of
the Government shared his fate; and as Monk went forth
to direct his siege-works Alured and Morgan rode into
camp with three hundred noblemen, lairds, and ministers hands, In view of
